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Canal;   there were still nineteen infantry and three armoured
divisions on the Twenty-First Army Group's front.
The Second British Army was now ordered to advance across
the Maas, the Waal and the lower Rhine to Nijmegen and Arnhenv
and strike at the communications of the hostile forces in western
Holland. This thrust was to be made by the XXXth Corps, while
the VHIth and XHth Corps on the wings guarded its flanks, and
the Airborne Corps secured and held the successive river and
canal crossings ahead of its advance.
On September 17 1,550 planes and 500 gliders successfully
dropped 20,000 airborne troops in the allotted area. The American
joist Airborne Division's landing came as a complete surprise to
the Germans and the canal crossings north of Eindhoven were
occupied with little resistance; the American Sand Airborne
Division also occupied Grave bridge over the Maas, but failed to
secure the Nijmegen bridge over the Waal. The ist British Air-
borne Division was successfully dropped near Arnhem, and despite
strong opposition established itself at the north end of the bridge
over the lower Rhine.
The XXXth Corps captured Eindhoven on September 18 with
the co-operation of the American loist Airborne Division, and
secured and held a crossing over the Meuse-Scheldt Canal north
of it; but neither the American Sand Airborne Division at
Nijmegen nor the ist British Airborne Division at Arnhem succeeded
in occupying their respective bridges. Bad flying conditions
prevented further airborne supply and reinforcement, and the
British airborne troops at Arnhem lost their hold on the north end
of the bridge and had to concentrate on the defence of their landing
zone.
The Nijmegen road bridge fell to a joint attack by the XXXth
Corps* armoured troops and the Americans on September 20, but
hostile counter attacks on the flanks of the narrow corridor of
advance, which were with difficulty beaten off, slowed up their
rate of progress. By the 22nd, however, they reached the south bank
of the lower Rhine, but all their attempts on the two following days
to fight their way across to the rescue of the hard-pressed airborne
troops were repelled. On the 24th the road was again cut behind
them near Veghel, this time by a strong hostile force which it
took the main body of the XXXth Corps two days to dislodge. The.
survivors of the ist British Airborne Division, in all about 2,500
men, had therefore to be withdrawn, as it was no longer possible
for them to hold on without the supplies or ammunition which
could not be got across to them. All our attempts to force the line
of the river and join up with them had been repelled, and the
corridor through which our advance had been made, though con-
siderably widened by the operations of the VHIth and Xllth